Parliamentary Government in England

success of the party-system was that it enabled them to
function, with only rare moments of strain, for two
hundred and fifty years. It did so, I have urged, because
the terms on which it operated enabled the essential
questions of economic constitution to be excluded from
the subject-matter upon which parliamentary decisions
had to be made. Circumstances have made this exclusion
no longer possible. We are brought face to face with the
foundations of our society, and we cannot avoid the
necessity to decide upon their future form. Epochs in
which such decisions have to be made are always epochs
of critical strain. It will at least be interesting to see
whether the long habituation to peace which the party*
system has secured us will survive the experiences it is
certain to encounter in the next generation.
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